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Why is Reed Canarygrass a Problem?

Widespread on the Kenai Peninsula, invasive reed canarygrass
(Phalaris arundinacea) is commonly found in wetlands, ditches, and
along streams.

Forms thick mounds of vegetation that crowd out native plants
Invades wetlands, threatening sensitive habitat for waterfowl and
small mammals

Degrades salmon streams by slowing water flow and building up
sediment on top of gravel substrates required for spawning
Spreads by seeds, which are transported along waterways, and
by rhizomes that can grow laterally nine feet per growing season

How do | Manage Reed Canarygrass?

It's best to prevent the introduction of reed canarygrass in the first
place - don't plant it! Once established, it can be difficult if not
impossible to get rid of.

Small clumps can be dug up as soon as they're discovered - get
all the root fragments!

To prevent plants from spreading by seed, clip flowerheads
Mowing will prevent the plants from going to seed but will not
eliminate the problem

Eradication of large patches by digging or mowing alone is labor
intensive and requires ongoing maintenance

Selective herbicides can be effective

Even after herbicide treatment, seeds in the soil remain viable
and can sprout new plants!
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Stop Reed Canarygrass!
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Learn to Identify Reed

Canarygrass!

A VERY large, fast-growing grass, reed canarygrass
can look similar to some of Alaska's native grasses.
Here are some tips:

Grows in thick clumps, can grow over six feet tall
Sharp-edged leaves are broad, flat, hairless, and
attach to the stem at a 45-degree angle; can feel
like sandpaper

Densely-clustered flowers appear atop sturdy,
upright stems in May or June

Flowers change color from green to purple to
beige as they mature and large seeds form
Greens up early in the spring and stays green
later into the fall, when native grasses have
already died back

more about
reed canarygrass!
kenaiinvasives.org



