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Keep Alaska Wild & Free
from Invasive Plants!



• Common Invasive Plants you may have seen

• How do they get here? Why are they a problem?

• How do we protect Seldovia’s beautiful, pristine ecosystem?

• First line of defense: Observe! (Early Detection)

• Second line of defense: Act Quickly! (Rapid Response)

• Management Options

UAF Cooperative Extension Archive

Hemp-nettle

Common Tansy Canadian Thistle Orange Hawkweed



How do Invasive plants get here?



Alaska’s Lupine in Iceland…

Photo by Egill Bjarnason https://www.hakaimagazine.com/features/why-iceland-is-turning-purple/



Why are these a problem?



Threaten Habitat, Fish & Wildlife



Seldovia has a beautiful, healthy ecosystem!
Let’s protect it!



1st Tool: 
Observation

• When you see a new 
plant, find out what it is.

• If we detect invaders 
EARLY, we have a chance 
to prevent harm.



2nd Tool: Act Fast!
Learn  about the plant, and remove quickly!



Reed Canary Grass
Learn  about the plant, and remove quickly!



Rhizomes and Roots are 
persistent buggers!

Photo: Ohio State Invasives





Management Options
• Manual Removal
• Mechanical Removal
• Chemical Removal



Is Reed Canary Grass 
worth worrying about? YES!



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2008 Bings Landing: 16,100 ft² tarped



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2008 Bings Landing islands: manual removal



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2008 Bings Landing islands: manual removal



Bings Landing Islands: one year later



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2008 Beaver Creek: 13,341 ft² tarped

Not Recommended – Expensive, time 
consuming, low effectiveness



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2009-2016 Slikok manual removal

Labor intensive, expensive, reduces populations 
& eliminates small, point infestations 

Not recommended for large infestations 



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2009-2016 Slikok manual removal



Pilot Study of Reed Canary Grass 
2008-2011 Jim’s Landing: annual herbicide

Elizabeth Earl, Peninsula Clarion

Rx: glyphosate (RoundUp & Aquamaster)

Native plant community preserved: alder, 
fireweed, poplar, native grasses, wild rose



Why is herbicide used?
Least expensive, most successful

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge: 95% success rate

Not recommended for long term control



Kenai Peninsula 
Management 

Decisions



What do you think Seldovia should do?
How do you protect Seldovia’s environment from invasives?



Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
Photo courtesy of Chris Evans, River 
to River CWMA, Bugwood.org.

Photo courtesy of James Lindsey.

Stages of Reed Canary Grass



Transparent

Identification



Did you find an invasive species?

Contact us!
Homer Soil and Water Conservation District

432 E. Pioneer Ave
Homer, AK 99603
Katherine Schake, Natural Resource Specialist
katherine@homerswcd.org
907-235-8177

mailto:katherine@homerswcd.org
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