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Primary Goals

• Prevent the introduction and spread of non-native, invasive plants within the KP-CWMA
• Reduce the extent and density of newly established invasive plants, minimizing spread and damage

• Implement the most economic, effective and safe control methods for priority invasive species
• Facilitate cooperation among those working to manage invasive plants on the Kenai Peninsula



• Common Invasive Plants you may have seen

• How do they get here? Why are they a problem?

• How do we protect Alaska’s beautiful, pristine ecosystem?

• First line of defense: Observe! (Early Detection)

• Second line of defense: Act Quickly! (Rapid Response)

UAF Cooperative Extension Archive

Hemp-nettle

Common Tansy Canadian Thistle Orange Hawkweed



How do Invasive plants get here?



Alaska’s Lupine in Iceland…

Photo by Egill Bjarnason https://www.hakaimagazine.com/features/why-iceland-is-turning-purple/



Why are these a problem?



Threaten native habitat, fish & wildlife



Alaska has a beautiful, healthy ecosystem!
Let’s protect it!



1st Tool: 
Observation
• When you see a new 

plant, find out what it is.
• If we detect invaders 

EARLY, we have a chance 
to prevent harm.



2nd Tool: Act Fast!
Learn  about the plant, and remove quickly!



Reed Canary Grass
Learn  about the plant, and remove quickly!



Rhizomes and Roots are 
persistent buggers!

Photo: Ohio State Invasives



Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
Photo courtesy of Chris Evans, River 
to River CWMA, Bugwood.org.

Photo courtesy of James Lindsey.

Stages of Reed Canary Grass



Transparent

Identification



Management Options
• Manual Removal
• Mechanical Removal
• Chemical Removal



Kenai Peninsula 
Management 

Decisions





High Priority Species, Eradicating on KP

• White & Yellow Sweetclover Melilotus alba & officinalis 
• Bird Vetch Vicia cracca
• Canada thistle Cirsium arvensis 
• Common tansy Tanacetum vulgare 
• Tall buttercup Ranunculus acris 
• Creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens



White Sweet Clover
Melilotus alba



Bird Vetch 
Vicia cracca



Native Beach Pea
Lathyrus japonicus

Winged Stems



Canada Thistle
Cirsium arvense

Bull Thistle
Cirsium vulgare

Invasives.org



Common Tansy
Tanacetum vulgare



Tall buttercup 
Ranunculus acris 

Creeping buttercup 
Ranunculus repens

R. acris has palmately 5-cleft 
leaves without silver spots.



High Priority Species, Eradicating on KP

• Cheat grass Bromus tectorum 
• Perennial sowthistle Sonchus arvensis 
• Scentless false mayweed Tripleurospermum perforate 
• Wild Buckwheat Polygonum convolvulus 



Perennial sowthistle
Sonchus arvensis 

Scentless false mayweed 
Tripleurospermum perforatum

Oxeye Daisy
Leucanthemum vulgare



Wild Buckwheat 
Polygonum convolvulus 

Cheat grass 
Bromus tectorum 



Spotted Knapweed
Japanese Knotweed Garlic Mustard

Purple Loosestrife Ornamental Jewelweed Tansy Ragwort



Lower Priority Invasives
(eradication is site specific)

• Orange Hawkweed Hieracium auranticum

• Quakgrass Elymus repens

• Hempnettle Galeopsis spp.

• Butter and Eggs Linaria vulgaris

• Reed Canary Grass Phalaris aurundinacea

• Oxeye Daisy Leucanthemum vulgaris

• Meadow Hawkweed Hieracium caespitosum

• Mouse ear hawkweed Hieracium pilosella

• Narrowleaf Hawkweed Hieracium umbellatum

• Narroleaf Hawksbeard Crepis tectorum

• Fall Dandelion Leontodon autumnalis

• Birdsfoot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus

• European Bird Cherry Prunus padus



Resources

KP-CWMA: www.kenaiweeds.org

UAF CES: https://www.uaf.edu/ces/invasives/

AK Exotic Plants Information Clearinghouse:
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/apps/akepic/

AK Weeds ID App: 
https://apps.bugwood.org/apps/alaska/

Online Herbarium Database:
http://www.pnwherbaria.org/data/search.php

http://www.kenaiweeds.org/
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/invasives/
http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/apps/akepic/
https://apps.bugwood.org/apps/alaska/
http://www.pnwherbaria.org/data/search.php


Did you find an invasive species?
Contact us!

Homer Soil and Water Conservation District
Katherine Schake, Natural Resource Specialist
katherine@homerswcd.org
907-235-8177

UAF Cooperative Extension Service
Jennifer Hester
jfhester@alaska.edu 
43961 K-Beach Rd, Soldotna, AK 99669
907-262-5824

mailto:katherine@homerswcd.org
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